
 

 
Matthew 5:21 – 48         Oct 21, 2021 
 
Murder - Read 5:21-48. The first of the antitheses condemns being angry with one’s brother or 
sister (5:22). Yet we read in Matt and Mark, 

• Mt 21:12: “Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling 
there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling 

doves.”  
• Mt 23:17: “You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the 

gold sacred?” 

 

What do you think? 2. Which do you find harder to swallow about this first antithesis, that Jesus 

sets such a challenging standard or that the fires of hell are threatened? (Or choice c…) 

 

Adultery - Why does Jesus say again, “You have heard that it was said…?” 

 

• From what Old Testament passage would they have learned that it is wrong to commit 

adultery? 

• What is the “new” standard from Jesus? 

 

Divorce - How did the Pharisees attempt to test Jesus this time? Why was this considered a test 

and not a sincere question? 

 

If God doesn’t approve of divorce, why did He allow it?  
• What does it mean “because of their hardens of heart?” 

 

Oaths - In what way did Jesus give them a new or higher standard here? 

 

• What types of things did people swear by according to these verses? 

• Why does Jesus say they shouldn’t make such oaths? 

 

Eye for Eye - Read Matthew 5:39-40 and I Peter 2:21-23. What is your instinctive response to 

insults and demands on your goods/possessions? 

• How do these verses challenge that instinct? 

 

Love For Enemies - Did this concept come from the Old Testament? 

• What does the Old Testament have to say about this? 

What does the phrase mean “that you may be children of Your Father in heaven?” 



 
Matthew 6:1 - 18         Oct 28, 2021 
 

Big Picture Question - Does the Sermon on the Mount show men and women the way of 

salvation? Explain. If you don’t think so, then describe what it does do.  
 

How can we “be careful” about this? 

 

Why does Jesus call these people hypocrites? 

 

What is their reward (verse 20?) 

 

What does it mean to not “let your left hand know what your right hand is doing?’  
• Is it possible to always hide all the good things we do? Is it necessary?  

• What is the principle we need to learn from this? 

 

In verses 2-18, Jesus gives three examples of how His main exhortation in verse 1 should work 

out in three areas of practical worship. What are those three areas?  

 

Prayer - The irony is that this prayer is given by Jesus in the context of telling his disciples not to 

pray with “vain repetition”, yet for many this prayer has become a vain repetition. Whether you 
recite these words or not, do you find yourself praying the same thing repeatedly and, when you 

really think about it, you didn’t really mean or know what you were saying? How can you avoid 

doing this in the future? 

 

Jesus tells us to ask God for our “daily bread”. Sustenance only for the day requires great trust in 
God. How has our current cultural understanding of wealth building and retirement funds (which 

I think are wise choices) changed how we pray and trust in God?  

 

 Jesus tells us to pray for our debts to be forgiven and in vv. 14-15 he says that we need to 

forgive those who have sinned against us. Discuss this tension between being saved by grace 

alone through faith and these words of Jesus. 

 

What is the proper reason for fasting? Who is the fast for? 

What is the goal of fasting? Should we fast? 

• In what kind of situations would it be appropriate to fast? 

• In what kind of situations might it be better not to fast? 

 

 

 



 
Matthew 6:19-34         Nov 4, 2021 

 

Big Question: According to Matthew 6:19-24, why should believers not store up wealth on this 

earth and instead practice simplicity? 

 

 First Peter 1:4-5 describes our heavenly inheritance as something that is “imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading” and that it is being reserved in heaven for us. 
What are heavenly riches and how do we store them up? 

 

If Jesus question in verse 27 were not rhetorical how would you answer it? 

 

What does it mean to seek first His kingdom? How can we do this?  

• Each person spend several minutes writing down one or more specific examples of how 

to seek first His kingdom. Then share with the group. 

 

What principle can we learn from verse 34?  

• Should we care about or plan about tomorrow?  

• What is the difference between planning and worrying? 

 

Cross-References 

Matthew 10:31 – You are worth many sparrows. 

Philippians 4:6-7 – Do not be anxious about anything. 

Philippians 4:19 – My God will surely supply all your needs. 

Isaiah 41:10 – Fear not for I am with you. 

 

What is the difference between concern and worry?  

• What are the things that you commonly worry about?  

• How is God calling you to focus more on eternal matters? 

 

Read Lamentations 3:22-23  

 Why does God only provide grace for the day and not for tomorrow or next year? 
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Matthew 7:1 - 12         Nov 11, 2021 

 

What does it mean “do not judge?” 

• Are Christians forbidden from ever judging others? 

• What does it mean to judge others? 

 

So what kind of attitude should we have about judging? 

 

How do we balance confronting people with their sin and the fact that God is THE judge? 

 

What is Jesus’ point in verses 3-5? How does His use of the word “hypocrite” show us the 
problem He is speaking against here?  

• How can we avoid being a hypocrite? 

• What is the practical way we can apply what we learn in these verses? 

 

What is the meaning of verse 6 and how is it related to the rest of the passage? 

 

Big Question: What principles can we learn from Matthew 7:7-12 about growing in kingdom 

character? 

 

What exactly should believers ask, seek, and knock for? 

 

What does Christ’s illustration of the Father’s generosity teach believers about how they should 
pray? 

 

Why does Christ give this in the midst of teaching believers to seek after kingdom character? 
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Matthew 7:13 - 23         Nov 18, 2021 

 

What does the narrow gate represent? 

• The broad road? 

 

What makes the narrow way difficult? Why is it difficult to find? 

 

What makes the broad way easy? Why do so many people choose it? 

 

How would one “enter” the narrow gate?  
• After he enters is the way difficult or easy? 

• What is Jesus telling us about being a disciple? 

 

Cross-References 

John 14:6 – I am the Way. 

John 10:7 – I am the gate of the sheep. 

2 Thessalonians 1:9 – Eternal destruction away from the presence of the Lord. 

 

Why is it significant that Jesus’ warning about false prophets (vv.15-20) comes immediately 

after his discussion of the narrow and wide gates? 

 

Jesus also says, “By their fruit you will recognize them” (v. 16). What kind of fruit does he have 
in mind? 

 

“Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire” (v. 19). How can 
this warning to false prophets also keep us from becoming complacent as Christians? 

 

What is the will of the Father? (Mt 6:10;26:39; Jn 17:3,4)  

• What does “I never knew you” mean? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Matthew 7:24 - 29         Nov 25, 2021 

 

In what ways is “living out our lives” like “building a house”? What is the purpose of a 
foundation? 

 

The faithful Jews of Jesus’ day built the foundation of their faith in God on the Temple and on 
the Torah rather than on God. What other foundations do we as Christians build our faith on 

today? 

 

What does the great crash represent?  

• What will happen to the person who doesn’t obey Jesus’ words? 

 

How was Jesus’ teaching different than that of the scribes and pharisees? 

 

When Jesus ends His sermon, Matthew says the people were astonished at his doctrine. 

According to the following passages what other times were the people astonished at His teaching 

and what happened as a result? (If it’s mentioned) Matthew 13:53-58; Mark 1:21, 22; Mark 6:1-

6; Luke 4:31-37; John 7:14-19; John 7:40-53. 

• Has Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount astonished you?  
• In what ways? 

• What has happened in your life as a result of His astonishing sermon? 

 

Now What?? 

 

Glance over the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew chapters 5-7. Have you made any changes due 

to this study? 

• If you haven’t what would Jesus say to you from Matthew 7:24-29? 

• What is your biblical strategy to press on towards maturity in Christ now that this study 

is complete? 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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