
 

James 2: 1-13          Oct 20, 2021 

In James 2:5–7, what does it say about the poor and the rich? How does this connect with the 

previous point about favoritism?  

Do you think James is promoting a “reverse favoritism,” in which we welcome and honor the 
poor more than the rich?  

What is the “royal law” James mentions in verse 8? How does showing favoritism break that 
law?  

According to verses 10–12, how would James respond to someone who said, “I’ve kept seven of 
the Ten Commandments. That’s a passing grade, right?”  

In James 2:12, James speaks again of the “law of liberty” (see 1:25). But his previous comments 
seem to be more restrictive, forcing us to keep every point in the law. How does the law give us 

freedom?  

Two key words appear in verse 13. Let’s define them. 

 What is judgment?  

What is mercy?  

How does the idea of mercy bring us back to the matter of showing favoritism? 

 

LIVE IT OUT! 

Seek Counsel: If you have been working hard to keep God’s rules, and you’re troubled by this 
assertion that breaking even one command makes you a lawbreaker, talk with a pastor or teacher 

about this. Ask how to unpack the idea of God’s “mercy.”  

Spiritual-Financial Audit: This might be a good time to talk with your spouse and family about 

the financial decisions you make. How do your spiritual principles come into play? This is more 

than just a review of your fiscal security, but a chance to ask, “Where does our security really 
come from?” How can you as a family keep from loving, serving, or trusting in money, while 
still being good stewards?  

Prayer: Consider offering a prayer of confession, individually or with others. Ask for 

forgiveness if you have shown favoritism to the rich, disregarded the poor, or worshiped money. 



 

James 2: 14-26         Oct 27, 2021 

 

What is the main point of verses 15-16?What’s the answer to the question in verse 16?  

 In verse 18, we see two kinds of faith. How are they described?  

So then, verse 19 is referring to the “without works” kind of faith. What does verse 19 tell us 

about real belief in God? 

Why do you think James chooses the oneness of God as the example of basic faith, and not, say, 

the atoning death of Jesus?  

In James 2:20–24, there’s reference to Abraham as proof of the point. 

• What’s the argument here?  
• How does Abraham prove that “faith without works is useless”?  
• How did these actions demonstrate Abraham’s faith? James quotes a verse from Genesis 

(15:6). What does that say about Abraham’s faith? What does it say about his works?  
• How did Abraham’s actions in Genesis 22 “fulfill” the statement of Genesis 15:6?  

• Do you think it’s significant that the faith of Genesis 15 came several chapters before the 
works of Genesis 22? Does faith generally come first?  

 

Vs. 25. Why would James go on to talk about Rahab? What do you know about Rahab?  

 

LIVE IT OUT! 

Conversation: Talk with at least one other close Christian friend about this question: Is my faith 

more on the inside or the outside? Both are good. Both are important. But if you just feel your 

faith and don’t show it, you’re out of balance. (It’s also possible to tilt the other way, doing stuff 
for God, but not taking time for personal growth.) 

Evaluation: Talk with God about your own faith. Do you have “faith with works” or “faith 
without works”? Ask him to give you the power you need to put your faith into action.  

Research: James is very specific about the needs we should be responding to—the needs of 

widows and orphans, as well as those who need food or clothing. Where do these needs exist in 

your region? And what are the best ways to help such people?  - Men’s Ministry opportunity?? 

 



 

James 3:1 - 12         Nov 3, 2021 

Why do you think James wrote this passage? What problem was occurring that he was trying to 

correct?  

Who is being “called out” by James in verse 1?  

What do you think verse 2 has to do with verse 1? Is it explaining the behavior of errant teachers, 

excusing them, or just generally instructing us?  

We see the word body at the end of verse 2. That word can actually mean several different things 

in the New Testament. What do you think it means here 

 How is the tongue like a bit in a horse’s mouth? How is it like the rudder of a ship? How is it 
like a fire?  

Do you think it’s really impossible to “tame the tongue,” as it says in verse 8?  

How would you describe the situation in verses 9–12? Who is James talking about?  

Cross-References 

John 13:15 – I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 

1 Corinthians 12:27-31 – Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of 

it. And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 

miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. Are all 

apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? 

Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 

Hebrews 5:12 – In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach 

you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 

LIVE IT OUT! 

Memorization: Learn James 3:9–10. This isn’t your normal type of memory verse, but it might 
prove helpful in real-life situations.  

Stop-Phrase: When you find yourself speaking badly about someone, stop—in mid-sentence if 

you need to. Find a phrase to run through your mind in those cases. Maybe it’s James 3:9–10. 

Maybe it’s just “This should not be.” Or maybe it’s a more positive statement like “Bless the 
Lord, O my soul” or the prayer from Psalm 19:14: 

May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart 

    be pleasing in your sight, 

    LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer 



 

James 3:13 - 18         Nov 10, 2021 

Verse 13 - Who is the wisest person you know, or have known? Why do you say that? How did 

they show their wisdom?  

Is wisdom something different from intelligence? What do verses 13–15 tell us about what 

wisdom is and isn’t?  

• Verse 13 talks about a “good conduct”? How would you define that? What kind of “good 
conduct” does a wise person exhibit? Why is meekness part of true wisdom?  

• In these passages, what is the relationship between wisdom and boasting?  

James 3:16–17 we see descriptions of the “fruits” of true wisdom and false wisdom. What’s the 
difference? How can we tell them apart? What does it mean for wisdom to be “pure”?  

How does James describe ‘heavenly wisdom?’ How does a wise person act? (Verse 3:17)  

What does heavenly wisdom produce? (Verse 3:18)  

What is the similarity that James shows between ‘faith’ and ‘wisdom’ (or understanding)? 
(Compare James 3:17 with Galatians 5:22) 

 

LIVE IT OUT! 

Prayer: James 1:5 invites us to ask God for wisdom. … “Give me the wisdom I need to navigate 
through this life in a way that honors you.’”  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Honor: Do something to honor a person whose wisdom you have been blessed by. If the person 

is still living, thank them by telling them what they have taught you. If they have passed, then 

thank God for them, and find some way to commemorate their effect on your life. 

 

 

 

 



 

James 4         Nov 17, 2021 

According to verse 1, where do fights and quarrels come from?  

In verses 2–4 there are three words that are also found in the Ten Commandments.  

• Can you find them?  

• Do you think this is intentional?  

• Why would James want to tell his readers how they were breaking the Ten 

Commandments?  

How should we handle the devil and what will be the results?  

• What help do we have in resisting the devil? (Read Ephesians 6:10-12) 

Define “humble”, and the results it produces?  

Submission seems like hard work. Where is the Good News in this passage? 

What does it mean to speak against one another? Give some examples. What are some other 

Scriptures that talk about this? 

Then what does it mean to judge a brother? Does this mean we can’t point out others’ sins?  

• Why or why not? 

What is the reminder in verse 12? 

Verses 13-17 Is it okay to plan? Applicable verses:  

• Proverbs 20:18 “Make plans by seeking advice; if you wage war, obtain guidance.”  
• Isaiah 32:8 “But the noble man makes noble plans, and by noble deeds he stands.” 

LIVE IT OUT! 

Humble Prayer: In biblical times they wore rough sackcloth and sprinkled ashes on themselves 

to come humbly before God. What could you do to show God (and remind yourself of) your 

humility? Kneel? Other? The specifics don’t matter as much as your attitude. Take a good long 

time to listen to God. Ask about the things He cares about. Ask what He wants for you.  

Chart: Look back through your life and choose 1 to 3 plans that you made long enough ago to 

see them develop. Then trace the development of those plans. Did things turn out as you wanted 

or expected? How did you interact with God through all of that? Did He lead in a certain way 

and then change directions? Map this process out as creatively as you can, and then examine that 

“map” of your life. What can you learn from that? 



 

James 5:1 - 6          Nov 24, 2021 

How would you describe the tone of this passage?  

Who is James addressing in this section? What is he predicting for them? 

 Why will this happen?  

How did the rich people in this passage treat their workers? 

What does the Bible say about how rich people such as employers should treat those under them? 

What according to James is wrong with living in luxury and self-indulgence (verse 5)?  How do 

you know if your standard of living is self-indulgent or not? 

Read James 5:6. Is it okay to condemn and murder innocent men who are opposing you? (No. 

James tells us that these are outrageous cases. It is obviously wrong to condemn and murder 

innocent men. But, if you are killing innocent people who do not even oppose you, what excuse 

can you have? None. These rich murdered the innocent because they could.) 

What does Vs. 6 mean? 

Cross-References 

1 Timothy 6:6-10 – But godliness with contentment is great gain… 

Ephesians 6:9 – Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, … 

Matthew 6:19-21 – Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. … 

 

LIVE IT OUT! 

Read: Isaiah 58. This chapter bears a lot of similarities to the book of James. People were 

religious, proud of their frequent fasting. But God challenges them to a new kind of devotion—
caring for the needy, treating workers fairly, etc. Then that will open up a whole new kind of 

relationship with God.  

Prayer of Confession and Commitment: Talk with God honestly and humbly about the role of 

money and possessions in your life.  

Budget: Examine your household budget. How do your expenditures reflect your spiritual 

priorities? What might need to change? 

 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&passage=+James+5%3A6&version=NIV&showfn=on&showxref=on


 

James 5:7 - 12         Dec 1, 2021 

James is talking a lot about patience (using the word four times in four verses). According to 

verse 7, what did people need to be patient about?  

What analogy does James use there in verse 7?  

James says in verse 11 that those who persevere through suffering are “blessed.” What does he 
mean by that?  

How does James 1:2–4 fill out your idea of the blessedness of suffering?  

• Have you ever heard suffering referred to as “the human condition?”  
• What does that mean?  

• Is it true?  

• Is suffering part of what it means to be human?  

Why, as Christians, do we not need to make any oaths? How is your word an indicator of your 

faith? What happens when a Christian's word is not trusted? 

 

LIVE IT OUT! 

 

Take Action: What things are you impatient about in your life this week? Come up with a plan 

to turn those things over to God this week.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Gut-Level Prayer: Sometimes when you’re suffering, praying can be difficult—especially if 

you’re trying to mind your manners with God and pray correctly. Remember that prayer is open 

and honest communication with God. Take Job’s example and let God know just how miserable 
you are, just how angry, sad, scared, or confused you may be. Tell Him exactly how you feel. 

You aren’t fooling Him by trying to keep a secret from Him.  

Listening: Find out someone else’s story. People become resilient through perseverance. When 
someone is gong through a terrible time of suffering, it may seem like it’s never going to end and 
hopelessness takes over. But Job persevered, and so have many, many people. Go to someone in 

your family, someone in your church, or someone else you know who has come through 

suffering. Ask to hear that person’s story.  



 

James 5:13-20         Dec 8, 2021 

How would you define prayer? What is it?  

James 5:13–14 seems to give us a menu: For different situations, here’s what to do.  

• What situations are mentioned?  

• What course of action is recommended for each one?  

Let’s say that all three courses of action are some form of prayer. How would these types of 

prayer differ from one another?  

Is verse 15 telling us that every physical illness has a spiritual cause?  

• What’s the connection between sickness and sin?  
• Do you think verse 15 guarantees healing if the people praying are faithful enough?  

 

The end of verse 16 has a sentence that many people know and often quote. “The prayer of a 
righteous person has great power as it is working.” What do you think that means?  

What are elders?What should you do if your church doesn’t have any elders? 

• What is the purpose of anointing? 

Cross-References 

Philippians 4:6 – Do not be anxious about anything… 

Psalms 55:22 – Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you;  

Mark 6:13 – They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed 

them. 

LIVE IT OUT! 

Group Prayer: If you don’t already do this, connect with other believers for group prayer. Talk with a 

few friends about getting together on a regular basis to pray for the needs of your church and 

community.  

Study Elijah: The character of Elijah is fascinating. Pick the story up in 1 Kings 17, and follow him until he 

gets swept up to heaven in 2 Kings 2. Do a name search to find other Bible passages that mention Elijah. 

Consider how his “passions” made him such an effective pray-er.  

Connect with Wanderer: Do you know anyone who is wandering from the faith? What can you do to 

reach out to this person? Pray a lot before you do anything. Listen for God’s direction. And remember all 
of James’s cautions about the tongue. Don’t spew harsh judgment, but express your love and concern. 


